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TELL ME
YOUR SECRET,

SWAMP THING--

s — - N



PAIN-FIRE :
ALIWVE ANDP
AVARICIOUS,
ATTACKING
sSHaMmr, THING
WITH SEARING,
BLISTERING

W
W

PAIN-FIRE :consuminG /
HIM SIMULTANEOUSLY .
FEROW WITHIN=-- \v :

i f'.. _II

--FEEDING I
ON HIS s
TORTUREDR

SOUL ~
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~ (( corta escare... Yy
BUT WHERE AaM I...
RUNNING TO 2 MO

\ --NOT EVEN
INSLEERP.”

=

ALEC--
WAKE UP.”
YOU'RE ALL
RIGHT."

YOU'RE NOT THAT
SHAMBLING siaMFP
THING ANYMORE --

e

THAT 1S, UN-
FORTUNATELY,
THE TRUTH COF
IT. THERE IS No

o ESCAPE FROM-- PR\

-=YOU'RE

HUMAN AGaIN,
ANP YU HAVE
A NEW LIFE.” A
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THAT IS...IF You

CAN EVER FORGET
THE PAST.

RUTH--*
I- I' SORRY--THAT

THOSE MEMORIES

ARE ETCHED INTO AY

SOUL, EUTH=-1I CAN'T

PERETEND THEY ION'T

HAFFEN.”
I

j ‘

TS MY TURN TO
BE SQRRY. ALEC. I
WASN'T ASKING YU TO
FORGET LINEA--I ONLY
MEANT THAT »2U CAN'T

CHANGE THE FAST...

e — e

ANDP I CAN'T

FORGET THAT
MY WIFE IS... S~

PEAL.

JUST ACCEPT
IT...ANEP TEY
10 KEEFP
GONG.




I KNOW. AND
YOU'RE RIGHT,
RUTH.

.'

YET IT'S BEEN SO
LONG SINCE T'VE BEEN...
HUMAN...THAT I CAN'T
HELF HAVING...

¥ AFTER ALL THE

AGONY, CONFUSION
AND IWNNER TURMOIL
I'VE ENPURED--CAN

I EVER ADRJUST TO
BEING A MAN

THE IPEA OF

A NEW LIFE SCaARES
ME,; EUTH. WHEEE P2

VHERE ARE NCO ~-AS DR. ALEC HOLLAND

WSERDS, THEN. STEPS SILENTLY OUT
ﬁ INTO THE COOL, MOIST
ORESON AR TOCLEAR

THE CARESS

BREEZE GENTLING ' [ W[
COWN THE NIGHTED g -
MOUNTAINSIDE-- --AND PERHAPS,

i ti T CONSIDER

THE MEANING

V2 AT =, .
5 "‘f,-:i-: l‘__,;'?..?r_.-' ""'_E:‘.:r- 1..1._ *
QUIN, ORESON 7 A QUIET
QASIS OF EQUCATION

HiGH IN THE BLUE
MOLINTAINS, MIDWEY

BETWEEN THE AH/GH-
COUNTRY PESERT
AND THE LUSH W/LLA-
METTE VALLEY...

e

SHERIFF,
I\ HERE TO

TAKE CHARGE
OF THE MAN |a

o W HOWAGOT SNccipis
ﬁi» 5“'-1 A ONLY BEEN

-

N %, !l

& BuT your
CREDENTIALS ARE
N ORDER, M2,

—

—

-=ANP IF ¥ 54y
THE FEDS WANT THIS
SABRE SUY, THEN I
-- I\ GUESS HE'S aLL

D\, YOURS.S

SHERIFF KLINE. HE
WAaS UNDER MY

SURVEILLANCE -
JUST IN CASE HE -=ANF HE DIP
MESSED LP-- A EEAL BAD

AN |17
% LAST ISSUE--JOE. |




FOLLOW ME,

MR, SMITH=--

-=TO SECURE
SHERIFF, ._ Yol el \ I
I AMAMOT AT LS it p ‘
LIBERTY TO b e SABRE,” -
REVEAL ANY N T II
PETAILS -- |
{ Eﬂ: m« -
% I V| A%
) . -‘h:_e IR
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SHORTLY THEREAFTER: - " - \op d
RARE FOOTAGE ASSEMBLED [t > oy R
FROM THE PERSISTENT — ; e S . T - g\
EFFORTS OF VARIOUS

NEWS TEAMS--

WHATS THIS ALL
ABOUT, ANY WAY 2

-=AN' IF ¥a PON'T

-=EXCEPT FOR MY
AMINE MY ASKIN',

IMMEDIATE ORDERS,
WHICH ARE, A% YoU
ALEBBAPY KNOW--

&
e

2

--ANDP FROM OTHER
OCCASOMAL ANP
LARGELY ACCIPENTAL
FILMEL SIGHTINGS
OF THE MOsS-
PRAFER MARSH
PWELLER --

==FLUT TERS NCOISELESSLY
IN A DARKENEDP CHAMBER-= ———

--WITNESSED ONLY
BY FOUR omiINOU<
PAIRS OF NAEEOWEDR

SWAMNF SOLDIERS,
AT SUR COMMANS...

OOK CLOSELY, MEN i T 2 :
L LY, --ANP W= 70 N '
IMAGINE.” ENVISION AN ARMY k,ﬁ:’ \&\y
OF SUCH SOLDIERS, EACH ONE .
OF THEM COWFOSED OF SL/ME
ANP MUCK, INHUMANLY STRONG
AND NEARLY NDESTRUCTIBLE--

—

-

--YET WITH
NO WAN TS OR—R NEEPS
BEYONP A PATHETIC,
MINDLESS COMPULSION

TO OBEY.”




BUT BEFORE THAT
ARMY CAN BECOME
A REALIT Y, WE MUST
FIRST LEARN THE ONLY

SECRET OF THE
EO-RESTORATIVE
FoRNULA--

/ *}
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--AND MORE,
NEXT TIME SOU

FaiL ==
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-=AND WE CAN

BY CAPTURING
THEWP AND HAD T2 BE RESCUED

THING . -"" SOLOMON SMITH .~

NO LONGER CHIEF

I WILL AT

/ £<h,

i |y,
/;E«u FA/LED THAT 42
TASK, SABRE F FA/LED -~ A

PO THAT

FROM JA/L BY

THUS, '?"G'LI ARE
ENFORCER--

SO MY CAREER, MY
HONOR, WY RIGHT HANS
ARE NOT ENOUGH--NEXT
MY LIFE 15 TO BE
FORFEIT T THAT
'y MONSTER "

COUNCILMAN RED--
WHAT OF SABRES
COMPANION, WHO STILL
REMAINS IN OREGON = 1

J

F
-

AYE, WHAT
OF THRUPVANG

--THE EARTH
h, MNASTER 7

ff N FOR IF THIS
/ ELUSIVE SWAMP THING
- CANNOT BE CAPTURED
BY OUR AGENTS, THEN

I AM OF THE MIND
THAT IT MUST BE--

%%/

/

¥
L Ill F
=Y
=
—_—
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PO NOT ALLOW

YOUR EMOTIONS TO
BEUN EAMFANT OVERE

\ our BeTrER TUDG- ,’f
MENT, COUNCILMAN

BLUE !

THE SECRET
WE SEEK IS5 NOT
CEATH--THOUGH
THAT I ALWAYS
A FINAL
RECOURSE.”




HEY FELLAG -l




T

el

oy 1T IS 700 LATE
FOR THAT. AR
: \g e e i W

'/ ALREARY, TURBULENT RAGE HAS REPLACED
LIMITED Eﬂﬂfﬂﬁ.{, ESCALATING THIS RANPOW

ENCOUNTER INTZ AN INCREDPIBLE ORSY oF

CARNAGE AND €HAOS.”

T

ST AND BEHING THOSE NP
i/ 4 OBsIPlAN EYES. 2

TEARING SAVAGELY RS
AT THE ARk AMIND 2=
OF THE GREAT T/TAN--

oL =
- o i Y

r . ﬁ " » .

PN = }"r-}_ ;- ﬂ;? =I5 AN INCHOATE AND
F - 7t i 4 PRIMAL FURY SEEKING |
et TR EVEN MORE DRECT

i 17 —d EXPRESSION.
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9 FINALLY, HE - 5/ A
'—| CAN CONTAIN IT — P — "?E" \
NO LONGER-- - }‘5""&?—--‘-’- N ]
= = ’ g\ -
--AND ABRUPTLY
T LASHES OUT- ~=TWISTING, RENPING
— ANP EXAFPLOPING IN \

THE POWER




1‘ \

J THEN, JUST AS SUPPENLY,

T !AND E"ﬂ.DL‘?'i

ALONE.

HE STRAINS, DMLY
BUT INTENTLY, TO

HI® MISSPENT TENFER
TAKES AN UNUSUAL TURN--

-=HIS AWE- REMENVBER.
SOME AND -
UNEEASONING 5
N o UNGERSTANP.

‘ | MAGES BURN DISTANTLY

THROUGH THE MINPLESS,
SENSELESS pAZE OF
HIS CONSCIOUSNESS ==

)

Ny

STANDPS...
INAETICULATE...

=-=-FRAGMENTARY ANP
FLEETING MEMNORIES
OF A FEARFUL BOWERY
Ay BUM PRAFTED BY THE
W\~ )l COLOSSUS ORGANIZATION....

% F%-. = j o -
."II e '._.

-

- .-'.:-':f{ - ";’{ A gjk\- "’:::. ::;

i,
... AND SENT —
- =

SCREAMING pinl® £ g
TO THE AN N
MUTATION (¥ == X2

ELEMENTAL
NOW...ONE OF

SIC MOBNING. ALEC !
TOC BAP YOU MISSEDR BREAKFAST--
BUT RUTH FIGUREDR IT WAS BETTER
0 LET YU SLEEF BESIDES, YoOU

L\ CAN GRAB A BITE WHILE YOU'RE
B IN TOWN FOR. GROCERIES,!

PYAFEEL,
ANYHOW T

AND THIS CATASTRECOPHIC
A CLASH WITH LOGGERS
wias MERELY A AMINOR
PNERSION -~

Wl | --A PRELUPE TO
W A FAR. MORE

WIPORTANT MISSION !

7] THRUPVANG MUST

§ FIND THE SwAampP

> h p Y
A THING

STy, —
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GREAT ., THAT WAS

REAL GENIUS EPWARD -~
RECREATING THE EVENTS

THAT MAalDE ME THE
SWAMP THING...AND

REVERSING THEM.S ¥

YOU'VE GIVEN ME
ANOTHER CHANCE AT
BEING HLUMAN, AND
THAT MEANS A LOT TO
ME . HELL-=|T MEANS

EVERY THING .7

THAT'S WHAT BROTHERS
ARE FOR ALEC--TO HELFP

ONE ANOTHER. .

&
CMON,. HANPSOME --
Yo CAN TALK ToO

e d

YIRNOW,. RUT
JUST BEING AERE
LIKE THIS ERASES
THE YEARS SINCE
I'VE BEEN GOMNE.
AND MAKES ALL THE

| 5

INCREPIBLE EVENTS

RIGHT NOW, I
WANT YOU ALL

ALEC AND
I HAVE ALways

> HE WON ALL THE
GOVERNMENT

IGNORED.

BEEN &/ALS. WHILE ) f
Y RESEARCH GRANTS,
CHEMISTRY CONTRACTS I  GONG T HAPPEN

AND RECOGNITION, T
WENT COMPLETELY

=

NOW, HES BACK
FROMW THE "PEAD”,
ANE ALEEADPY THE
FPATTERN STARTS
@ ANEW--WITH SUTH”
WELL,; TS NOT

=0
=N
&

AGAN: ALEC...
NOT AGAIN 7

A —

S,

~7)

/E;LJT YOUIVE COME
BACK--AND THERE'S

STILL TIME ENOUGH T2
BUILP ANEW FUTURE.
ALL IT TAKES I5...

COLRAGE .

T HAD A...BACKACHEN

BUT ITS NOTHING 3
TO WoRRY ABOUT--
IT'e ALEEAPY GONE. A

TRANSFORMATION
--IT MUST HAVE

PUT A SERICUS
STEAIN ON YOUR
SYSTEN.”

ILL GET ‘:r’
T A DOCTOR S

I AM. EDWARP 1S LUCKY--HE
Wwas CONTENT TO 74y IN OREGON,

WHILE I FELT COMPELLEDP TO PURSUE

IM...ALL RIGHT, RUTH.
I...GUESS I'VE STILL

GOT SOME ADJTUSTING
TO PO... THAT ALL.

ADTUSTING 7
You cOULD BE
PYING-- DO YOU
NREALIZE THATZ

\




I 7OLL YOU-=TM

ALL RIGHT?

I JUST NEEDP A
FEW DAYs TO BEST
AHP EEI:-‘L":PEEA?E; |
THAT'S ALL. .

{ SHE'S RIGHT--
I CIPNIT WANT TO
ACMIT '\T,EVEN TO
MYSELF...T WANTED
TO PRETEND THAT

ANEP T'M
SUPPOSEDR TO
BELIEVE

BUT THE LAST TIME T
FELT LIKE THIS WAS AsS

SWAMP THING, WHEN THE
BIO-REGENERATIVE FOR-

MULA CAUSEDR ME TO
EEGROW MY LOST

7/ OKAY, ALEC--

IF THAT'S WHAT LORD, WHAT
you WanT. BUT CAN IT BEPOING Y
I PONT BYY IT-- , TO MENOWS

YOU'RE HIDING . \
— Y

FSWAMP THING #5--J0E.

]

/'T-TE. IS THE MAZARLC
sWITH.I FEAR HE/LL

ATTEMPT TOLOCATE
THE SWAMP THING IN
MY ABSENCE,AND IF
HE GETs TO HIM BE-
FORE WE AREIVE--

ey --WELL, THERE/S DA\
NO TELLING WHATLL

THE sWAMP THING
HAS REVERTELP TO HI=
HUMAN ALTEE EGO--THUS
RENPERING HIMSELF QUITE
o VULNERABLE . WE'LL
FORCE HIW TO THL K BEFORE
WE PESTROY HM-=-50 WE

ALONE WILL POSSESS

SINCE WE ARE
TO BE PR TNERS,
SOLOMON SMITH,
I WILL TELL Yo¢/
WHAT I DID NOT
TELL THEN "

INFOEMATION
FROM THE

COUNC/IL~

THE FRORMULA--
FOR POSITIONS

OF POWER ON
THE COUNCTIL S

You ARE S8OLE
SABRE--VERY

it )

——

-5

3 TAEGET |+

' W :#

i THE TINY 7TRACER :
IMPLANTED IN ALEC/

SWAMP THING'S -
SHOULPER =TILL
TRANSWMITS TS

STEALRPY SIGNAL--

T

i o

%

- ITF.-'"'-"".- ] == R' s
PR -~ AND FOR |29
*_%?“ﬁd THRUDVANG | %%
ha"_i'. ! v i THAT IS




{ e
Q
FOoRrR HE |5 THE M h
EARTH MASTER, —>
ANP HIS ARCANE . ’
ASSAULT 15 —-UNFORESEEN -~ \1'
ACCURATE-- K o » )
% 77 V)
Erj 7~y / Y
pes P T 5‘.-;1- i - 2 ==ANDP ABSOLUTELY
- ", [ UNAVOICABLE.”
i . = ¥
Gt 00/ :
T— & Py | 1 ,r.'
e T ' A =
2 i

/| CONFRONT THE

PO NOT EVEN
HAVE TWME TO

EEALITY OF

[ e,  DEATH -

=2 .. AND GIVEN ANOTHER walbont

-
- -

== UNCEETAIN CPTICN
ON SURVIVAL.”

-~ *.

P s | --BEFORE THEY
ARE SRED ITS
BLOOPY EMBRACE-- I

FRECARIOUS

ANEZ PERHAPS,
SHORTLIVED
OF TICN ...

LORDS”

IVE=-=-GOT

M STILL
-DAZED...
EVERY THING
HAPPENING
SO FAST.”




I DUNNO _
WHO THIS L
BRUSER walll) ’E%%

IS -~

—d

|

p
! 7
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-

-'rn
e r?

DO KNOW
JUST HOW I'P
REACT...IF 1
WERE STILL
THE SHAMNFP
THING .7

\ 4

" UNFORTUNATELY,
I'M NOT ¢+ #

: 1 --OR WH'Y
.{ HE'S AFTER

{4

5 h
e
v
[/
i
r,
[

)
N
an

'|Illl--411

ToORUTYH BEFORE
THAT AW KEWwWaR>
HMAN-MOUNTAIN
GETSs TO ME--

I'VE SOTTA GET --OR SHE'LL

BECOME A
VIC TN, TOO »

J'-..-..h . "‘i}

(/] THATS LEFT
AAISESCAFE .,

NS

THANK GOD
SHE'S ONLY

LINCoONsSCious,”
BRUISEP...BUT &




==WHICH I'™M
HOPING I CAN OQUT-

= PISTANCE QuUICkLY,
SINCE I CAN'T

MY HULKING
FOE IS BiG--BUT
HE'S NOT FAST.”

~ @

HE RELIES
INSTEALD ON
AN UNCANNY
L ABILITY TO

DISRUPT THE

EARTH=-=

IM STILL IN

CRASH--I MAY
COLLAPSE ANY

A REASONABLE
AND ASTUTE ;
SCHEME, BASED %

-=AND ONE THAT
MIGHT WELL HAVE
SUCCEEPED IN 175
DESPERATE
SIMPFLICITY -~

ON THE CBvIoUSLyY
LIMITEP INTELLECT
OF THEIR

ACPVERSARY -~

CﬂN PUT ENCUGH
PISTANCE BETWEEN
HIM AND US BEFORE

A U

BROAPCAST OF THE MINIATURE
HOMING PEVICE LODGCEDR

TRAITOROLISLY UNPER. PR.
ALEC HOLLANDP'S SKINS

] [ — 1.1‘ l'_..l".-l'__:,,.'_'_E_

NOW IT MOCKS VE,

s FORCING Pt
U ME TO ACT IN HASTE ANDP Ko
' A EXHAUSTION .~ ANP UNLESS
HOW WELL I { ) T CAN GET RUTH UP ON
REMEMBER ITS SLUGGISH £
PASSAGE IN THE SWAMP... il
MAKING MY LONELY

EXISTENCE A WRETCHED 474Gics
W\ AND ENDLESS TORMENT g " 77
Y OF INTROSPECTION ./ ped¥sces

THE LINE...
{ RIGHT HERE




18 [ mPoRTANT, RUTH. ]
JUST...LISTEN

T ME--
‘ S

-=AND I WON'T
LET YU SUFFER

ALONE ANYWORE ”

THAT LINGERS

TENDERLY...THEN

TWE: A SINGLE MOMENT

THAT IS MOST

A BRIEF ETERNITY
RUPELY sHAT TERED--

--BY A SINISTER
STALKER WHO
FOLLOWS AN
INSIDICUS SFO0R
OF RADIO SIGNALS 7




THE CRASH...
NOW THIS...ALL

P NOT WITHOUT ) IRVAN s #f
’Eﬁéﬁf'm B, (Y FEEL LIKE I/M GONNA

Yol ¢~ O pass our--BUT I CAN'T..

= _ ; - NOT YET. HAVE TO KEEP

WS i?h...‘h ;:u;-_ _ = e ( GOING...LEAD HIM AnAY

FROM HER fF

il - '.r:_.'.:'-._,-_ S

] ¥
..a: -
T, - I DPON'T I JUusT GOT A
A SELIEVE TS FLASH OF MAD
: o GENIUS ,”

lil
f
s

|

].l.'lll L]

1]

-"‘!:‘hl'-' :

BRIDGE HAS BEEN
HEEE SINCE I wAas
A KD IT'S NOT
MNECES=ARILY..-

AFTER ALL, THAT
MINDPLESS MAN-BRUTE
WEIGHS HALF A TON IF
HE WEISHS AN OUNCE -~

OS50

-=ANDP WHEN IM FINISHEDR

THAT JUST MAY BE ENOLGH TO

SEND THIS STRUCTURE -—4NC

HiM== FLUNGING TO THE S8O0TToM

OF THE MckKENZIE RIVER
GORGE ~

] . -
=) 40
- .5 — s
~ SN\
| [ A GONER
; \l




" LORD” HE/Sn" i

{ HERE - BUT IV
NOT REALY

--A TERRIBLE AND §
HALINTING BE&LLOW
OF INARTICULATE

n| PESPAIR THAT TEARS

ﬁ Hi& SWOLLEN

THROAT MUSCLES --

\\H W | --anp FAEEE

ABJECTLY INTE...
NOTHINGNESS.

THE SURVIVORS
STAND S/ILENT:..

;. I PON'T EVEN

# KNOW WHAT THIS
was AlLL ABoUT--
1 THAT'S THE EERIE
TRLUTH.... ANDP |IT

TIME AGAIN TO
LIVE «..ANE THAT
IS ENOUGH.

MAYBE I SHOULP HAVE
{ STAYEP IN SOLITUPE ...AS THE
SWANP THING...INSTEAD OF

SEEKING A CURE AND BRINGING »
YET OTHERS LUNDER THE 44

B SHADOW OF WY DARK CESTINY--" ?"é-.-*

e

L T s ¢i..""‘*—_.—':.__‘£F§ 'ﬁ 5

s/

AR TS WaMP R RING

AND PORTLAND, OREGON, WILL #£EVER BE THE SAME !




FROM THE WRITER OF
WATCHMEN & V FORVENDETTA

ALAN
MOORE

Reimagined by revolutionary comics writer
Alan Moore, the classic Gothic nightmare
blossoms into a masterpiece of lyrical fantasy,
telling the horrifying yet poignant story

of a man reborn as a powerful elemental,
with a potential as vast as the earth itself.

VOL. 1: SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING
VOL. 2: LOVE AND DEATH

VOL. 3: THE CURSE

VOL. 4: A MURDER OF CROWS

VOL. 5: EARTH TO EARTH

VOL. 6: REUNION
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