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A TALE OF ZOMBIES VS ALIENS

BY CHRIS RYALL AND DREW MOSS - COLORS BY JAY FOTOS
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No one should ever aseribe to the limiting “write what you
know “approach, but you could certainly argue that | spend alot of
time writing what | like. It's pretty easy to chart my interests through
comics |'ve written: zombies (Sheun of the Dead, Land of the Dead
Zombies vs Robots) and aliens (Groom Lake. Weekly World News.
Infestation £, Mars Attacks Kizs), But when | finally kicked around
the idea of combining those two things in the series that became
The Cofonized, | also set out to make it something more than just
an amalgam of what |'ve done befare.
| planned to aim for a different tone and feel in the story
itself—something that had less of an arch tone than ZvR or Groom.
And | really thought I'd push that idea of having something new to
say by using separatists as the protagonists (and the antagaonists,
as youll see). I'd been intrigued by the forces that drove both the
right-leaning anti-government militias as well as the more left-
leaning zero-sustainability types. You could certainly draw some
parallels between the two, despite the chasm between both sides
political beliefs. Which iz where my township of Carbon Falls, filled
with people who leaned both ways, came into play. | had no interest
in politicizing the story et all, but | did like the idea of an
encampment that was overrun by zombies and aliens and yet cut off
from any kind of outside aid. The town would live or die on its own.
But let's talk sbout the art. Rather than @ more painterly
and impressionistic look like Groom Lake or v had, | wanted a look
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that emulated all the influences that led me here: "50s sci-fi movies Dur primary cast was fully formed from the start. The aliens
and Wally Wood comics. Which is where Orew Moss comes in. all look pretty similar, and all have names inspired by The Twilight
| met Drew through & Kickstarter reward for the Ione (Bemis, Serla, Beauma, Mathes..).

Womenthology book that I0W published in 2002, Met him kicking and
screaming at first—! donated some portfolio-review time as a
reward for the beok. but god. it was rough to actually free up
proper time to do those reviews. It took me a long time—next time
| think I'll find something other than time to donate. But finally | was
able to see Drew's work—his review was actually purchased by a
friend of his who wanted Drew to get more exposure, and he was
right—U0rew is great. Hopefully you're reading this after the comic
story itself. since youre likely to be nodding your head in agreement
after seeing what he did here.

Orew also did a short story for my first A Amowal and he
also drew an B-page western story | wrote for Jutfaw Territary, Vol.
3. which will hopefully be coming your way at some point. In that
story, he handled horses. rough riders and remote locations with
equal aplomb, which really got me thinking about him for this series.

We talked. he signed on. and started sketching out some of
the things you see here. | didn't want to do the usual “grey alien”
thing again but | did want the aliens to be sort of
humanoid/primate-like in stance.

And Drew's first image here was right in line with what | was
looking for. although he took my rather basic description and
brought it to life much more vividly then I'd even hoped. From the
gpacesvit to the aliens cranium—and once we lost the mustache,
which gave the aliens a goofier vizage than | intended—we were
quickly on our way,




Tests of both zombies and... sheep. Why sheep? Well, the
zombie plague spreads beyond humans to sheep, cows, horses..
how, you ask? Ew, dont ask.

Finally here. let me throw some praise at the rest of the
team: [ocke & Key colorist Jey Fotos is a great finisher for the
pages. and the covers, from Dave Sim—T0ave Siml—dJohn Byrne.
Gabriel Rodriguez, Zach Howard and Melson Daniel all amaze and
impress me. And Tom B. Longs lettering and logo (seen on Byrmes
cover this issue—the other one is all Dave Sim) just make the book
come to life and work great with the art. So its a nice team
assembled here. and I'm happy to have you all aboard as well. Hope
you like what you saw here and come back for more. there are some
fun. explosive things planned over the next three issues. Orop me a
line at ryall@idwpublishing.com and let me know what you think.

Finally, if you need a good soundtrack to throw on while you
read this comic. | wrote a lot of it while playing Man Or Astroman?
but I'm open to any other suitable suggestions as well.

Chris Ryall
February 2013




“You like awesomely berserk comics?
You just hit paydirt. Paydirt with
zombies and alljiens in it."

— ouglas Wolk
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. Part |- "Minutemen in Black
~“iithe separatist township of Carbon Falls, life proceeds
. :..‘:fl__a__r_':_}_'._awa',r from government intervention. However, the

* 2narcival of a spaceship from beyond the stars not only
% digrupts their private community, it also manages to
reanimate the town's dead as well. Now the town is under
attack from threats within and without. Complicating
matters further. a rogue OEA agent has infiltrated the
town in search of weapons of mass destruction, only
=% tp find much greater threats...




